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ready are making important progress in each
of these areas of management reform.

It has been said that R&D investments are
an expression of our confidence as a Nation
in our future. Today we are reaping the bene-
fits of those who wisely invested in Federal
R&D in the past. While it would be easy to
destroy premier Federal laboratories through
severe budget cuts or senseless closures, that
is not a path that this Administration will fol-
low. We will invest in our Federal labora-
tories, while pursuing aggressive manage-
ment reforms that ensure the maximum pro-
ductive output for the taxpayers’ investments.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Radio Spectrum Assignments
September 25, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
(Dear Mr. Chairman:)

Title VI of the Omnibus Budget Reconcili-
ation Act of 1993 requires that the Secretary
of Commerce identify 200 megahertz (MHz)
of the radio spectrum assigned to Federal
Government use for reallocation to the Fed-
eral Communications Commission for non-
federal use.

Under delegated authority, the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTIA) is responsible for man-
aging the Federal Government’s use of the
radio spectrum. On March 22, 1995, Sec-
retary of Commerce Ronald Brown submit-
ted to you NTIA’s Spectrum Reallocation
Final Report that identified for reallocation
in August 1995, the 2300–2310 and 2400–
2402 MHz bands for exclusive nonfederal
use and the 2417–2450 MHz band for mixed
Federal and nonfederal use.

I am pleased to inform you that the Fed-
eral Government frequency assignments in
the spectrum identified for reallocation for
exclusive nonfederal use have been with-
drawn by NTIA in compliance with section
114 of the Act. In addition, modifications
were made to the National Table of Fre-
quency Allocations for Government stations
to reflect the reallocation of the spectrum.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate, and Reed
E. Hundt, Chair, Federal Communications Com-
mission.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting with
Members of Congress and an
Exchange with Reporters
September 26, 1995

The President. First of all, let me say, as
you can see here, I am meeting with the
Democratic members of the House Ways
and Means Committee. I am delighted to be
here with them to discuss the budget deci-
sions that have to be made in the next few
weeks.

As you know, I strongly favor balancing the
budget to lift the burden of debt off of our
children and to strengthen our economy. But
I think we have to do it in a way that is con-
sistent with our values, giving people the
chance to make the most of their own lives,
strengthening our families, protecting our
children, honoring our parents, growing the
middle class, and shrinking the under class.
Those are the values that we ought to be
making these decisions on.

In my judgment, the congressional budget
that the Republican majority has offered vio-
lates those values. And the American people
need to be a part of this, and they need to
ask some basic questions: Do we want to sup-
port that budget when it will deny 300,000
elderly people the right to be in nursing
homes that they have today? Do we really
want to eliminate all the quality standards
for nursing homes?

What about—can anybody remember
what it was like to go in those places when
there were no quality standards? Do we real-
ly want to tax 17 million working families and
put millions of them back into poverty even
though they’re working? Do we want to say
to a woman whose husband has to go to a
nursing home, ‘‘In order for your husband
to qualify for any assistance you have to sell
your car, your house; you have to spend all
your life savings; you have to be totally im-
poverished’’? And do we want to let corpora-
tions loot their pension funds and com-
promise the retirement of their workers’ fu-
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ture? How can we forget—it just was a cou-
ple of years ago when we had all these pen-
sion funds going broke. Do we really want
to go and make that mistake all over again?
Now, this budget does all those things. Those
are the choices.

I have offered the Congress a budget that
balances the budget without destroying edu-
cation, without undermining our commit-
ment to the environment and without violat-
ing our commitments to working families, the
elderly, and poor children.

It seems to me that we have to ask these
questions. We have to move beyond the level
of rhetoric to the values that are embodied
in the choices that are being made. And I
want to see us make the right choices for
America. We need to balance the budget, but
we need to do it in a way that strengthens
our families, strengthens opportunity, and
honors our obligations. That’s the only way
to help this country, and I am determined
to see that we work together to do that in
the next few weeks.

Ross Perot
Q. Mr. President, what do you think about

Ross Perot’s decision to form a third party?
Congressman. Give us a break, will you?

[Laughter]
Q. How about the President?
The President. I try to balance the budg-

et, and I’m an ardent promoter of political
reform, as you know. But he’ll have to do
whatever he wants to do, and the American
people can make their judgment.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Teleconference Remarks to the
United Mine Workers
September 26, 1995

Thank you. Thank you, President Trumka,
for that great introduction; and thank all of
you for that wonderful welcome you just gave
me. I got to know your president, Rich
Trumka, well in 1992, when we were cam-
paigning together in Pennsylvania, and I
learned that we have a lot in common. He’s

a kid from a small town, born just after the
end of World War II. He still likes fifties
rock and roll. He’s the first person in his fam-
ily to go to college and to law school. And
when he first ran for president, nobody but
his mother thought he had a chance. But he
kept plugging away in that modest, low-key
way of his, and look where he is today. I’m
also glad to be where he is today, and with
him.

I also want to acknowledge another friend
from 1992, who helped show me around
West Virginia, your vice president, Cecil
Roberts, and your great secretary-treasurer,
Jerry Jones, of Illinois. I’m sorry I couldn’t
be with you in person, but I am there in spir-
it.

From your founding 105 years ago, the
members of the United Mine Workers have
always been the shock-troops of American
labor. And I’m proud we’re fighting today
for the same things. If your brave founders
could be with you today, they’d find another
time of great change and great challenge for
American workers. At the end of the 19th
century, when your union got started, Amer-
ica was first entering the industrial age. Now
we’re the world’s leading industrial power,
and we’re moving full-speed ahead into the
global economy. Once again, we’re chal-
lenged to make great decisions—decisions
that will shape the lives of our children and
our children’s children.

The industrial age brought us great oppor-
tunities, to be sure, but it also brought us
child labor, the sweatshops, the company
towns and the company stores, and the work-
ing men and women in our factories who
grew old before their time, with injured bod-
ies and broken spirits. That’s why we built
strong unions in our country, and we built
a caring Government to help Americans
make the most of their own lives, and to pro-
tect them from abuses from which they could
not protect themselves. The unions build the
middle class, and the middle class built
America on the American dream.

Now we find ourselves at another moment
of great change. Even as we still depend
upon the industrial might of coal miners and
other workers, all of you know we’re moving
into an age characterized by information and
technology and this new global economy that
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